
ORRC Updates
July 2023

To the Membership of the
Oregon Road Runners Club

July 31, 2023

Hello Friends,
 
We are writing to you in response to the letter Stephen Wright, former President
of ORRC sent on July 26th. This past month has been a turbulent one for the club
and it will take more than words to convey the level of gratitude we feel for
Stephen and his team. We know that you feel, as we do, that their hard work and
love for our sport have made us a better club. On behalf of a grateful
membership, we thank them. Their presence and positive influence will always be
felt. 
 
There are always differing viewpoints and visions of what a club should be and
where it should be going. Unfortunately, this difference led to a division between
the outgoing board members and former board members and volunteers. This
came to a head at the membership picnic and Annual Meeting on July 2nd. We
regret the disruption of that celebratory event and the final split that took place
this past week, at the July 26th board meeting. However, the club is moving
forward.
 
The Oregon Road Runners Club has been around for 51 years, providing support,
events, and community to Runners and Walkers throughout the Portland-Metro
area, and is a total volunteer organization. Today, we announce a transition in
club leadership. On Wednesday 7/26/23, the previous Board of Directors,
consisting of Stephen Wright, Karen Peterson, Chris Knaff, Randy Grant, and Meg
Roberts, appointed Mark Barrett as a new member of the Board, after which they
resigned. As the sole Director, Mark's most immediate duty was to assemble a
full team capable of assisting this transition. Encouragingly, several former ORRC
leaders responded to this call, accepting appointments to serve on the Board:

Who is on this new team?

Tracy Reisinger, President. This is a role she held for 3 years prior to
Stephen Wright. Previous ORRC Roles: VP Races, 2009-2011; President,



2011–2013; Director at Large, 2014.

Valerie Pratt, Treasurer. A former ORRC Treasurer, race director, and 10K
Series coordinator. Previous ORRC Roles: Volunteer Coordinator, 2009–
2010; Treasurer, 2011–2015.

Julia Reisinger, Secretary. She was secretary on the board before, as well
as VP of operations, and current 1200 Club Coordinator. Previous ORRC
Roles: VP Races, 2009–2011; Secretary, 2011–2013; Director At Large,
2014

Mark Barrett, VP of Race Operations. He has been the race director of
almost every race ORRC has put on for over 40 years. He also served as
RRCA State Representative for 5 years, 2010–2014.

Daniel Brewer, Director at Large. Former ORRC President, and race director
of many ORRC events. Previous ORRC Roles: Newsletter/ODR Editor, 1993–
1994, 1997–1998; Director At Large, 1994, 1998; President, 1995–1997;
RRCA State Rep, 1998–2005; VP Activities, 1999–2000.

Alan Cabelly, Director at Large. Long-time ORRC member and race director.
Previous ORRC Roles: Director At Large, 1994, 2002–2004; Membership
Secretary, 1995; VP Activities, 1996–1997; Secretary, 1997; VP
Administration, 1998–1999.

Margie Palmrose-Mace, Director at Large. A former ORRC President.
Previous ORRC Roles: Director At Large, 2002, 2004–2006, 2011; President,
2002–2003; RRCA State Rep, 2005–2007; Treasurer, 2007–2011.

 
So thankfully, our club is in good hands. Our goal is to simply provide a quality
running/walking experience and a thoughtful community. In short, we want to
keep ORRC a place for runners and walkers to simply have fun in getting out
there. 
 
All current board members will only serve as interim directors until the end of
December, when the general membership will vote to elect members to the Board
of Directors. This is part of a concerted effort to bring the club back into
alignment with its mission, vision, and values, including valuing the input and
support of our members and volunteers.
  
We still plan on putting on the Garlic Festival in 2 weeks, Best Dam Run in
September, and Turkey Trot in November. Our future calendar of events will
depend highly on whether we can recruit new race directors to help out. 
 
Of course, since we are building a new club infrastructure, we need your help.
We would love to hear your thoughts and suggestions, as well as utilize your
talents as volunteers to continue these traditions. Please reach out to any of our

https://orrc.net/about-orrc/


incoming officers and leaders, listed below, and offer your input. We want you to
be a welcomed part of our club and we want to understand what you really want
out of ORRC. We are hopeful this new chapter for ORRC will encourage and
reward our members and volunteers. Transitions are always difficult, but we know
that as long as we keep our eyes focused on you, the runners and walkers, by
making this sport a true and transparent asset to the community, we can and will
always succeed.
 
In the words of Margaret Mead,
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the
world. Indeed...It is the only thing that ever has.”
 
In Running,
 
ORRC Board of Directors

Tracy Reisinger,
president@oregonroadrunnersclub.org

Valerie Pratt,
treasurer@oregonroadrunnersclub.org

Julia Reisinger,
secretary@oregonroadrunnersclub.org

Mark Barrett,
raceoperations@oregonroadrunnersclub.org

Dan Brewer,
daniel-boardmember@oregonroadrunnersclub.org 

Alan Cabelly,
alan-boardmember@oregonroadrunnersclub.org 

Margie Palmrose-Mace,
margie-boardmember@oregonroadrunnersclub.org
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