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Unforgettable Experiences

We all hunger to do something unbelievable and memorable.

Growing up in Boston as a kid, our annual family holiday tradition
was taking a celebratory evening sleigh ride through the New
Hampshire countryside. The two large and gentle horses hitched to
our sleigh and whispered in the snow through the night - a
comforting swish, swish, swish.  
We all dressed in mixed patterns of coats, sweaters, mittens and
hats, eventually returned to the warmth of a rough texture
weathered barn and hot cocoa that was topped with plenty of
marshmallows. 

Years later with my own family, the sleigh was replaced by a
magical bus ride between Flagstaff to Santa’s North Pole workshop.
These two experiences will forever be linked in my mind. 

While currently sitting at the Auckland airport for a connecting
flight to Wellington, I’m personally convinced travel to familiar and
unfamiliar destinations define who we are and shape how we view
the world, bringing new understanding of place, identity and one's
own horizon line.



Just as important as travel is, being part of a community is equally
satisfying and necessary.

Lying in bed this morning, I was awoken by my iPhone as it lit up
and it announced I’ve got mail.  An ORRC member’s email message
was saying “ . . how much she had enjoyed being an ORRC
member over the years. My family and I are moving . . next
summer, so this was my last Turkey Trot,” she wrote. “What I will
always hold dear to my heart is my running community.”

The pandemic taught us many lessons.  One was that when group
restrictions were lifted, running together at a race event wasn’t the
only reason why we were so excited. We were once again
surrounded by lots of friends and others. Our community. People
from every cultural background. There is, in my opinion, no other
environment as encouraging and supportive as the running
community. 

Just like remembering those horses pulling the sleigh in New
Hampshire as a kid, runners too go in one direction and one
direction only. Forward!

Happy Holiday from the ORRC’s running and walking community. 

Stephen Wright,
ORRC President

  

 



Kick Off Your 2023 New Year!
Y2K 10K & Half Marathon

Saturday, January 7 - Forest Grove

Kick off your 2023 New Year with ORRC’s Y2K 10K and Half Marathon in
pastoral Washington County. The course traverses rolling hills and rural
roads, with the Coastal Range forming a distant backdrop.  

Afterwards, feast on a pancake breakfast inside the school with friends
and family. Raffle prizes galore.

Register Now

 

 

It Will Move You! 
10K and Half Marathon Series Now Open

$27 Per 10K, $40 Per Half Marathon - ORRC Members

$50 Per Half Marathon - Non ORRC Members 

By popular demand, ORRC 10K and Half Marathon Series is back for
2023 and registration is now open. 

Priced at $27 and $40 each per event respectively for ORRC members
when either 10K and Half Marathon Series is purchased as a four-event
package. 

Half Marathon Series is also open to non-members for $50 when the
series is purchased as a four-event package. 

2023 10K Series events include: 

https://runsignup.com/Race/OR/ForestGrove/ORRCY2K


January 7 - Y2K
March 4 - Champoeg 
August 12 - Garlic Festival
Sept 9 - Best Dam Run

2023 Half Marathon Series events include:
January 7 - Y2K
March 4 - Champoeg
April 9 - Vernonia
August 12 - Garlic Festival

Included in the 2023 10K and Half Marathon Series registration are:
10K Series blanket. Half Marathon Series SWAG TBD
10K and Half Marathon Series-only raffles prizes at each event
Year-end awards given at the Annual Banquet, based on points
earned at the both 10K and Half Marathon Series events.

10K Series Registration Half Marathon Series
Registration

 

 

It Will Move You
Hagg Mud Trail Runs

Saturday, February 18 - 50K & 25K 
Sunday, February 19 - 25K
Hagg Lake - Gaston, OR 

It’s about time to think about getting muddy! Warrior-on at one of the
most popular ultras in the Northwest, featured in Runner’s World Trail

https://orrc.net/events/10k-series/
https://orrc.net/events/half-marathon-series/


Edition as one of the top Oregon trail races. This course gives runners a
chance to run the trails around stunning Hagg Lake. 
Held on two days, choose either the 50K and/or the 25K
Catered lunch and heated areas afterwards with plenty of fun raffle
prizes.

Register Now

 

 

2023 - 1200 Club Registration Now Opened! 
 
The 11th annual edition of ORRC’s 1200 Club registration is now
open.
 
Also sponsored by Portland Running Company, the series
challenges participants to run/walk 1200 miles or more in calendar
year 2023. This equates to about 25 miles per week, or 100 miles
per month. 

First year 1200 Club member participants achieving at least 1200
miles receive an awesome “stay warm” jacket as shown above. For
subsequent years, a patch is added to the jacket.
 
Since its inception in 2013, 703 runners and walkers have
registered for the club, with 507 receiving jackets. Their cumulative
mileage equals to circumnavigating the Earth 93 times or 4 times
round trip to the moon! 

Give yourself a challenge and join the 1200 Club today! Various

https://ultrasignup.com/register.aspx?did=97232


annual cost levels include:

ORRC members 
$5 - First year 1200 Club members receive the “stay warm” running
jacket when 1200 or more miles are run/walked during 2023. Must
be an ORRC member for the entire 2023 calendar year to qualify.
Non-ORRC members 
$30 - Without jacket
$80 - With jacket, when 1200 miles are achieved during calendar
year 2023

2023 ORRC 1200 Club Registration

ORRC’s $30 annual individual membership fee provides 1200 Club
and running store discounts as well as $10 off each of your ORRC
event registrations. 

ORRC Membership Registration

Contact Julia Reisinger at 1200club@oregonroadrunnersclub.org
should you have any questions.

  

 

Inspired By Nature And Others
Champoeg 10K, Half Marathon, 

30K & Free Kids Run

https://orrc.net/events/1200-club/
https://orrc.net/membership/join-orrc/
mailto:1200club@oregonroadrunnersclub.org


Saturday, March 4

Experience a unique combination of history, where Oregon’s state
charter was signed, nature’s best along the Willamette River, and
recreation at Champoeg Park through forests, fields, and wetlands.
Afterwards, celebrate your finish in the heated pavilion to a catered sit-
down brunch, raffle prizes and the camaraderie of friends and family. 
Free kids’ run.

Register Now

 

 

Volunteer - Let Your Best Out!

Everybody can be great. Because anybody can be a volunteer.

ORRC is an all-volunteer non-profit organization.

Be an ORRC volunteer making a difference in runner/walkers’ lives.
Volunteers don’t get paid in dollars, not because they’re worthless. But
because they’re priceless. 

To encourage you and to give our “thanks”, ORRC running event
volunteers receive a $50 credit toward your next ORRC running event. 

Click below for volunteer opportunities at events currently open: 

Y2K - January 7 Hagg Mud - Feb 25 & 26

https://runsignup.com/Race/OR/SaintPaul/Champoeg
mailto:Y2k@oregonroadrunnersclub.org
mailto:haggmud@oregonroadrunnersclub.org


Champoeg Events -
March 5

Vernonia - April 16

 

 

Experience A Early Spring Rite
Vernonia Half and Full Marathon
April 16th - Saturday, Banks, OR

Run this beautiful course through forests along the 21-mile Banks-
Vernonia State Trail.  Both events feature a gentle 7-mile, 400 foot
downhill into Banks. 

Hot soup, treats glaore, raffle prizes and hot showers await all
runners/walkers. This Boston Marathon qualifier course is point-to-point,
with 23 miles closed to vehicular traffic.

Register Now

 

 

https://runsignup.com/Race/Volunteer/OR/SaintPaul/Champoeg
mailto:vernoniamarathon@oregonroadrunnersclub.org
https://runsignup.com/Race/OR/Banks/ORRCVernoniaMarathonHalfMarathon


Member Highlight 
 Mark Barrett

If you’ve been to any ORRC event, you have probably heard the voice,
run alongside, or been checked on by the watchful eye of Mark Barrett,
a member of ORRC for 22 years and race director for multiple annual
events. 
 
Mark first started running in high school; he quickly fell in love with the
sport and the community that came along with it. When Mark moved
from Minnesota to Oregon, ORRC was one of his first stops: “I belonged
to a running club in MN, and figured that I should join a club in OR to
get to know runners and race. My first ORRC race was the Hagg Lake
Road Run.” His running achievements include Hood to Coast 28 years
(aiming for at least 33), over 80,000 lifetime miles, and many muddy
weekends at Hagg Lake. 
 
“Community” is the key word Mark offers when talking about ORRC and
the impact it has. He highlights the volunteers working behind the scene
to create races where runners and walkers get to try their best. This
essential ORRC member is helping to make running more sustainable by
networking leaders through EdiSN to get creative and collaborative. 
 
Mark is also part of ensuring ORRC is accessible to underserved
populations at every event, in every award, and for every part of our
community. When asked for advice to share with a new runner, Mark
responded: “Never stop. Try new things—roads, trails, relays, 5K to a
marathon—and keep doing the things you love.”

https://edisn.org


 

 

A Half Marathon Like No Other - 
Inside Heathrow Airport

Start with world-class British runners. Add one of the busiest airports in
the world, with 76 million annual passengers. And two running
enthusiasts with a quirky idea. What you get is the first and possibly the
last Heathrow Half Marathon. Didn’t help that security wasn't alerted
that they were coming!

Without bumping into passengers and unduly annoying security
guards, the runners’ half marathon course threaded between airport
patrons as they strolled to and from airline gates and gazed in front of
shops.

Heathrow Half Marathon YouTube video is a hilarious exercise in
stamina, combined with getting out of people’s way on their way to the
finish line. 

 

 

ORRC 2023 Events' Schedule Now Open  

January 7 (Sat.) -  Y2K 10K and Half Marathon

February 18 (Sat.) -  Hagg Mud 50K and +25K

February 19 (Sun.) -  Hagg Mud 25K

March 4 (Sat.) -  Champoeg 10K, 30K, Half Marathon 

April 16 (Sun.) -  Vernonia Marathon and Half Marathon

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L37h6dnq0BM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L37h6dnq0BM
https://orrc.net/events/event-list/y2k-run-half-10k/
https://ultrasignup.com/register.aspx?did=97232
https://ultrasignup.com/register.aspx?did=97232
https://orrc.net/events/event-list/champoeg/
https://orrc.net/events/event-list/vernonia-marathon-and-half/
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