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ORRC January 2021 News

Sweet Caroline to Walden Pond
(From “Reaching Out, Touching Me, Touching You” to Separation)

 
When the COVID-19 pandemic struck last March, the vast majority
of the world’s running events were rapidly canceled. ORRC’s last
2020 in-person race event was at Champoeg, March 7th. 

Some marquis events --like the Boston and Portland Marathons as
well as most in Oregon-- were initially postponed from the spring and
summer to the fall, but eventually were canceled, too, as the
pandemic accelerated and caused governments everywhere to limit
in-person gatherings. In their place, virtuals were introduced. 

But tradition can be a strong thing, and some worldwide organizers
of long-established races were determined to hold their events safely
despite the pandemic. Those races were tracked by Road Race
Management, a leading running event information resource. 
Surprisingly, a survey of out-of-stadium running events at least 35
years old - ORRC has three that would qualify- found that only 51
global road, mountain, and cross country events were held after the
mid-March onset of the pandemic. A far cry from the thousands, in a
normal year. 

Walden Pond to Sweet Caroline Again
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Living simply and alone, making do
with what we have has been the new
norm since last March. At some point,
normalcy will return. And with it, in-
person running events. When that will
occur is anyone’s guess, however. 
What we know for sure is that the

pandemic isn’t going away anytime soon. In the meantime, ORRC
has canceled all in-person running events scheduled for the
immediate future. In the meantime, we are planning for the day when
we are yelling out “On your mark, set, go!” 

Your safety has always been our top priority. And that will be
especially true when ORRC returns to in-person running events.
When we do return though, pre and post-race events will look and be
conducted quite differently from those pre-pandemic days. More on
that as we approach our in-person events later in the year,
hopefully.  

After a year that saw virtually all of Portland’s major events canceled,
postponed or replaced by virtual gatherings, returning to in-person
race events represents the hope shared by us all, celebrating our
“experiences” in ways that feel normal once again.  

Can’t wait to see y’all out on the racecourse!

Road Racing Organizers’ Future:
Elevator Down - Stairs Back Up

It didn’t take long for race organizers to cancel
their 2020 operations completely. For most,
expenses continued. But revenues
didn’t. Unfortunately, the recovery will not be
as quick of a process.

It will take a while for race organizers and
local economies to dig themselves out of the hole created by the
pandemic. ORRC joins the league of thousands of race organizers
not immune to the pandemic’s bleak economic consequences, and
those stairs back up, supporting financial security once again.   

A few stories. On a bigger scale, the financial hit to large race events
has been substantial. Leadership changes, mass layoffs continue at
NYRR. New York Road Runners made another round of large-scale
staff cuts - this time 87 - following the cancellation of almost a year’s



worth of road races. This includes its race director and almost half of
its permanent and part-time staff. The NYRR estimates that the NYC
Marathon's economic impact due to its canceled 2020 race is more
than $400 million a year.
Further up the coast in Boston, the 2021 Boston Marathon, originally
scheduled to take place in April, has been postponed to the fall --
which also postpones the ability for the organizers, the city of
Boston, and the hospitality industry to make hundreds of millions of
dollars, estimated at $201 million. 

Here in Portland, much of the
same has is true, but on a smaller
scale. At ORRC, expenses have
continued and revenues are
limited. Fortunately for us, we
have minimized our fixed
costs. ORRC, Oregon’s largest
501(c)(3) non-profit race
organizer, is an all-volunteer
organization, with no staff salaries

and benefits. The major ongoing annual costs include $14,000
equipment storage expenses. Unlike many of the other 1,400 non-
profits race organizations though, ORRC came into the pandemic
with ample financial resources to tide us over, thanks to our board’s
continuing efforts to maintain a “rainy day fund” contingency for
times like this.

Your membership and participation in ORRC race events have made
this “rainy day fund” possible. We appreciate your continuing support
and commitment to ORRC. And as always, look forward to when we
can all see your smiling faces - maskless - out on the racecourse.

Saved The Best For Last:
Reduced ORRC Membership Fees!



ORRC would like to thank you for your continued membership
support over time. 

We understand the impact of COVID-19 on our local community and
the challenges this poses for each one of us as your ORRC
membership renewal date approaches. 

To provide relief during these challenging times, ORRC initially
added six free months to your membership last June.  We are now
temporarily reducing membership annual renewal fees to $30 single
or $50 family until ORRC in-person race events return. A reduction of
33%. Similar reductions apply for multi-year plans. 

Even though your membership may not be immediately due, the
temporarily reduced rate may just be worth investing in right now
before the original membership rate returns later in 2021. 

Here’s the ORRC membership link which also lists over a dozen
benefits as an ORRC member. 

ORRC's 1200 Club Registration Open for 2021!
For the last decade, ORRC's 1200 Club's goal has been a challenge and
motivation tool - offered to ORRC members - to run/walk throughout the
year while supporting their healthy lifestyles, especially during this
pandemic. With 1200 Club membership comes rewards -a gorgeous
New Balance jacket after the first year - completing 1200 miles - and
jacket patches for subsequent years' completion. 
 
Click here for further details and registration.

Looking For Volunteers To Maintain ORRC’s
Technology Network 
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Consider joining an online team of skilled volunteers to work on projects
that will continue to make difference in the running community.

ORRC is the largest and second oldest Oregon non-profit organization
hosting in-state running events. We are also a volunteer organization.

Alan Smith, our beloved tech guru, is moving on. Alan’s friendship, skills,
and guidance will be missed. But at the same time, we need to fill Alan’s
shoes with volunteers willing to maintain our technology network. 

Job description includes: 

Manage Google Apps infrastructure including user accounts
Oversee and manage ORRC's RunSignUp registration platform
ORRC's volunteer Website Administrator backup person
 

Google applications and technical support skills set and experience is
preferred. 
 
Interested? Please contact president@oregonroadrunnersclub.org

Upcoming 2021 ORRC Events

ORRC's upcoming events are always listed on our
website: click here.
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